
Synopsis

Until he was downsized, affable, amiable Larry Crowne was a superstar team leader 
at the big-box company where he’s worked since his time in the Navy. Underwater 
on his mortgage and unclear on what to do with his suddenly free days, Larry heads 
to his local college to start over. There he becomes part of a colorful community 
all trying to find a better future for themselves. In his public-speaking class, Larry 
develops an unexpected crush on his teacher Mercedes Tainot, who has lost much 
of her passion for teaching. The simple guy who has every reason to think his life has 
stalled will come to learn an unexpected lesson: when you think everything worth 
having has passed you by, you just might discover your reason to live.   

Discussion Questions
 
	 •	As	part	of	his	changing	lifestyle,	Larry	buys	a	scooter	from	his	neighbors.	In	what	ways	does	this	
    decision change his life? Does it do more for him than just provide a simpler, cheaper way to get to 
    his college classes?
	 •	Think	about	where	Larry	and	Mercedes	are	in	their	lives	when	they	first	meet.	Mercedes	seems	to	
    have given up on her life, just as Larry is starting over again. Is there something about their 
    differences that bring them together in a unique way?
	 •	Do	you	think	Larry’s	employer	let	him	go	for	the	reasons	
    they stated, or were other factors involved? What does 
    their explanation say about the importance of a college 
    degree? 
	 •	Are	there	clear	factors	involved	in	Mercedes’	gradual	
    separation from her husband? Do you think there may 
    have been steps they could have taken earlier to avoid 
    such a collapse? Do you think her crumbling marriage 
    had something to do with her losing her passion in life?
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	 •	What	is	it	about	the	group	of	community	school	students	that	allows	them	to	form	such	a	bond,	
    and what role do their scooters play? 
	 •	How	does	Talia	impact	Larry’s	life	and	vice-versa?	How	does	Larry	react	to	her	high-spiritedness,	
    and how does his willingness to change enable both of their lives to be impacted?

Research

	 •	Larry is inducted into the scooter club, and it has a profound effect on his life. The filmmakers 
    did a great deal of research into scooters and scooter clubs around the country, and 
    discovered many passionate groups that are focused on scooters. Research scooter clubs, and 
    think about how their passion for their hobby  
    influences what they do and the community that 
    is formed. What traits that you see in these scooter 
    clubs can be transferred to the clubs you belong to or 
    hobbies you’re involved in?

Get Involved

	 •	Community	colleges	are	often	a	great	resource	for	a	
    variety of people. Do some research into local 
    community colleges in your area, and look at how 
    they impact the local community in a way few other
    institutions are able. Look into ways you can volunteer at your local community college to assist 
    people who might be in a position like Larry Crowne and the other students highlighted in the film.

Find out what other people are saying about this 
film and discover how they are using the guide!  
Join the conversation at TrulyMovingPictures.org.

Movie images © 2011 Universal Pictures

Larry Crowne


