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JUSTICE HAS ITS PRICE.

“THE BEST
LEGAL THRILLER

EVER!”
-USA TODAY

“A
GRIPPING

FILM!”
-THE NEW YORK TIMES

“THE BEST FILM OF THE YEAR!”
-CNN
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John Travolta (Face/Off, Phenomenon) gives another
brilliant performance in a suspenseful true story that’s
been praised as the greatest legal thriller of all time!
Jan Schlichtmann (Travolta) is
a cynical, high-priced personal
injury attorney who only takes
big-money cases he can safely
settle out of court.  Though his
latest case at first appears
straightforward, Schlichtmann
soon becomes entangled in an epic legal
battle...one where he’s willing to put his
career, reputation and all that he
owns on the line for the rights of
his clients!  Also featuring Robert
Duvall (The Apostle, Phenomenon),
William H. Macy (Fargo, Mr.
Holland’s Opus) and John Lithgow
(The Pelican Brief, TV’s 3rd Rock
From The Sun) – this gripping, widely acclaimed hit
delivers edge-of-your-seat entertainment!

This product (including its soundtrack) is authorized for sale in U.S.A. and Canada only.  This product is authorized
for private use only.  All other rights reserved.  Unless expressly authorized in writing by the copyright owner, any
copying, exhibition, export, distribution or other use of this product or any part of it is strictly prohibited.  Distributed
by Buena Vista Home Entertainment, Inc., Dept. CS, Burbank, CA  91521.  Made and printed in U.S.A., except
cassettes distributed in Canada, duplicated in Canada. (15986-2)  © Buena Vista Home Entertainment, Inc.     J0634

Visit video.com           Also available on DVD.

Listen to the Random House AudioBook Read the Vintage BookSoundtrack available on HOLLYWOOD RECORDS

For Some Strong Language

Running Time: Approx. 115 Minutes/Color/Hi-Fi Stereo/Digitally Mastered
This film has been modified from its original version.  It has been formatted to fit your TV.

Synopsis

The small town of East Woburn, Massachusetts, suffers from an unusually high 
rate of leukemia among its child population. The source of the epidemic is the 
carcinogenic solvents in the town’s water supply, suspected to be the doing of two 
large factories in the area. One of the mothers of a leukemia-stricken son decides it 
is time to bring these corporations to justice, but the defendants have no shortage 
of money, power and influence.  

Discussion Questions

	 • �At the beginning of the film, Jan insists that his firm cannot take the case. What were his reasons 
against taking the case? What changed his mind? If you were the lawyer and you had the same 
information, would you have taken the case? Why or why not?

	 • �Throughout the film, glasses of water are shown repeatedly 
as a motif. Think about the specific times when this motif was 
used. What was the point of using drinking water as a thematic 
symbol? How did you feel as you watched people drinking 
water after you learned about the contamination?

	 • �When Jerry (Beatrice’s lawyer) met with the parents of the 
victims, why did he say to his team that the parents could never 
be allowed to testify?

	 • �Who were the whistleblowers in the film? What lead to them 
telling the truth about what they saw or did?
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A CIVIL ACTION

Find out what other people are saying about this 
film and discover how they are using the guide!  
Join the conversation at TrulyMovingPictures.org.

Movie images © 1998 Buena Vista



Do your own research

	 • �At the end of the film, we learn that Jan becomes an environmental lawyer and begins working a 
case in the Toms River area of New Jersey. Find out what happened in Toms River. Who were the 
players? What were the circumstances? Was there a settlement? Did the case ever go to trial?

	 • �The EPA passed the Clean Water Act in 1972 and then amended it in 1977. Find out why the Clean 
Water Act was passed. What lead to this legislation?

	 • �Find out what a Brownfield and Superfund site are. These two terms are extremely important in 
understanding contamination.

Get Involved

You don’t need to be a lawyer to help with environmental clean-up. You can help clean up your 
community and insist on a safe and clean environment just by being an active citizen. 

	 • �Work with groups like Keep America Beautiful or your local affiliate, which not only beautifies 
but does so while maintaining environmentally sound practices. These groups ALWAYS need 
volunteers to continue their work. Visit www.KAB.org to 
learn more.

	 • �What happens to contaminated land when a company 
abandons it? Often it is left vacant because cleaning 
up a Brownfield site can be very costly. Often sites that 
are Brownfields are only perceived to be contaminated. 
Hold a fundraising event to earn money to test for 
environmental contaminants on a Brownfield site that 
the owner can’t afford to complete.
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